
On Saturday, April 6, we invite 
you to join our 2019 Walk for AIDS. 
The funds we raise together will help 
people living with HIV/AIDS who 
need a home, healing and hope. 

Invite your friends, family and 
co-workers to support the 3-mile walk 
that begins on the Sisters of Mercy 
campus and winds through historic 
downtown Belmont.  There are several 
ways to support us.

Create a personalized Peer-to-Peer 
fundraising page to make it super easy to 
contact friends and family about the walk!

A walk flier, donation forms, team 
captain packet, fundraising tips and map 
can be printed from our website or call us 
at 704-825-4711 x3 for information. 

Get started at www.thehouseofmercy.
org/WalkforAIDS.asp. 

Raise $50 as an individual. 
Walk for AIDS T-shirts will be given 

to the first 300 walkers meeting our $50 
challenge! 

Teams Needed for Our 2019 
Walk for AIDS!
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On Tuesday, February 
5, a former House of 
Mercy resident and 
an honored African-
American ballet star, Mel 
A. Tomlinson, died at age 
65. 

Mel was a North 
Carolina native who 
attended the N.C. School 
of the Arts (now the 
UNC School of the Arts) 
and who loved to share 
his talents and stand out from the crowd 
from a young age. After college, Mel 
danced with companies including the 
Dance Theater of Harlem and Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater. Mel went on to 

be the only African-American dancer with 
the New York City ballet when he joined in 
1981. From the New York City ballet, Mel 
taught at UNC School of the Arts and for 
some time worked with the Boston Ballet 
as principal dancer and master teacher. 

A Tribute to Mel A. Tomlinson
January 3, 1954 - February 5, 2019

Continued on page 3

Mel teaches a class at the Belmont Ballet School for the new 
House of Mercy video.



On April 6th, turn in cash and check donations at 9:30 a.m. 
at the stone shelter on Catherine McAuley Way on the Sisters of 
Mercy campus in Belmont, rain or shine. We will have a record 
of all donations made to the Walk online through Peer-to-Peer 
fundraising pages.

House of Mercy President Emily Chambers Sharpe, Board Interim 
Chair Maggie Baucom and Sister Carmelita Hagan will welcome 
walkers at 10 a.m.

After the walk, pick up your picnic lunch at the House of 
Mercy residence. We’ll announce the total amount raised and 
prizes will be awarded for Top Individual Fundraisers and Top 
Team Fundraisers. And feel free to join in the dancing! 

Gaston Family Health Services HIV Outreach Program will 
offer free and confidential HIV and STD testing and House of 
Mercy tours will be offered during the reception.

If you can’t join us, please send a tax-deductible donation in 
the enclosed envelope or online at www.thehouseofmercy.org. 
House of Mercy thanks you!

Directions: The Walk begins at the Stone Shelter on the Sisters 
of Mercy campus. This is near our office at 100 Mercy Drive, 
Belmont. From Charlotte, take I85 south to exit 27 and turn left 
at the ramp onto Route 273. Turn right on Wilkinson and then 
turn left into the Sister of Mercy Campus. From Gastonia, take 
I85 north to the Route 7 exit. Turn right onto Route 7 and onto the 
Sister of Mercy Campus. 

In the 1990s, Mel was diagnosed with HIV. By 1998, Mel’s 
HIV disease advanced to AIDS and his kidneys failed. He found 
himself living at House of Mercy under the care of Shirley Stowe, 
the Director of Nursing. 

Mel often cited this time in his life as a dark and difficult time 
that lead to a miraculous healing and restoration in his life. Late 
last year, Mel shared this story for House of Mercy’s videos. 

Mel was discharged from House of Mercy and went on to 
pursue theological studies and ordination as a minister. He also 
returned to his passion, dance. He shared his gift of dance through 
a group at his church, St. Paul Baptist Church, and through 
dancing, choreographing, and teaching ballet to young people 
throughout the country.

In December, Mel taught a master class at Charlotte’s 
Northwest School for the Arts, and then danced in Memphis as 
Drosselmyer in the Nutcracker. When he returned to Charlotte,Mel 
found himself once again in the hospital, but with a different 
disease. In the 20 years 
between his discharge from 
House of Mercy and his 
hospitalization in December, 
Mel lived a full life, with a 
focus on ministry and dance. 
In his last days, Shirley Stowe 
was honored to say thank 
you to Mel for sharing his 
story on the House of Mercy 
video, and to spend time 
reminiscing about his time at 
House of Mercy.

Mel’s life in those 20 
years is a great example of the ways that House of Mercy provides 
healing and hope. In an interview with another dancer in 2014, 
Mel said, “everybody who is on this earth is born with a purpose.” 
House of Mercy honors our former resident, who experienced, in 
his words, a miracle during his stay with us. Mel’s life of purpose 
and joy inspired us and many others along the way. His recovery 
demonstrated that HIV is a diagnosis, not a death sentence. In his 
recent death, Mel reminded us that House of Mercy may only be 
home for a short time but our residents are always family. 
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2019 Walk for AIDS...
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Thanks to our 2019 Walk for AIDS Sponsors and Friends*

We appreciate our World AIDS Day / Giving Tuesday Sponsors and Friends

In Memory of 
Doug Newton

View MEL'S STORY AND THE OTHER THREE House of 
Mercy videos by visiting our website at:

www.thehouseofmercy.org

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give” 
– Winston Churchhill

P.C. Godfrey, Inc. 

Mel sits in his old room at House 
of Mercy during the taping of the 

new House of Mercy video. To 
watch the video, visit 

www.thehouseofmercy.org

Holy Trinity Catholic 
Middle School 

P.C. Godfrey, Inc. Beam Electric Company, Inc. 

*Confirmed sponsors at  time of printing.                                                             

In Memory of Michael Duft

The President's Corner
My name is Emily Chambers Sharpe. 

It’s a joy to introduce myself to you as 
the new CEO and President for House 
of Mercy since October 2018. I am 
reminded each day of the ways that 
MERCY defines this organization. From 
our foundation by the Sisters of Mercy 
in the late 80s to opening the doors of 
the home in 1991 up to now, we provide home, healing, and hope 
to people living with HIV/AIDS. 

In a typical week at House of Mercy, I see residents who 
were formerly homeless and very ill going on an outing in 
the community with our new Coordinator for Activities and 
Volunteers, Katie Miller. One of our certified nursing assistants 
takes another resident to the eye doctor. Another certified nursing 
assistant prepares lunch with care while laughing with residents 
who are out in the common areas. An evening or weekend shift 
certified nursing assistant makes calls and ensures access to 
urgently needed medical care for a resident with a virus. Sister 
Carmelita visits with residents and prays over all that we do. 
Shirley Stowe, our Director of Nursing and Case Management 
reviews medical records and makes countless phone calls to 
coordinate care for residents. Back in the office, our Director of 
Development, Krystyna Sarrazin, reaches out to local business 
owners who will sponsor the 2019 Walk for AIDS. Connie 
Hastings, our Director of Administration and HR ensures that 
payroll, invoices, and many other necessities for the ministry 
happen. 

Every week, I get to see all the ways that this team, and 
you, our supporters, make House of Mercy a home.  In 2019, 
I will keep this mission—providing a home, healing, and hope 
to people living with HIV/AIDS who are very sick—at the 
center of everything we do. With your gifts of time, Walk for 
AIDS participation, and donations throughout the year, we can 
strengthen the resources, including the people, facilities, tools, and 
funds that make our mission possible. 

To hear more stories about the ways Walk for AIDS 
donations, volunteer hours, and other donations impact residents’ 
lives at House of Mercy, connect with us on Facebook, @
HouseofMercyNC. Like and share these posts as a way to invite 
others to experience the difference House of Mercy makes in the 

Charlotte area.

Pick up your picnic lunch and dance with us after 
the Walk.  DJ Buddy Love will play the music 

again this year! 
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Form a team for the WALK FOR AIDS

and picnic reception on Saturday, April 6.  Story page 1.

House of Mercy Board of Directors
Maggie Baucom, Interim Chair  •  Cicely Johnson, Vice Chair  •  Yates Dunaway IV, Treasurer  •  Ellen Palmer, Secretary 

Jennifer Aliff  •  David Guidry  •  Katie Hayes  •  Emily E. Sharpe, President/CEO  

HOUSE OF MERCY NOTES
• Welcome Jennifer Aliff our newest board 
member! Jennifer works as Senior Director 
of Continuous Services for Hospice and 
Palliative Care - Charlotte Region. "I truly 
believe in the House of Mercy mission and 
their dedication to ensuring people living 
with HIV/AIDS are given holistic, quality 
care with unconditional love and support."

• Welcome Katherine (Katie) Miller 
who recently joined House of Mercy as the 
Recreation and Volunteer Coordinator. She is 
excited to continue her work in community 
building and volunteer outreach. She has 
worked for multiple non-profits and she is 
inspired by House of Mercy’s dedication to 
serving individuals with HIV/AIDS.

• House of Mercy appreciates recent grants: The Charles 
and Irene Nanney Foundation, Titmus Foundation, Wells Fargo 
Foundation, Merancas Foundation, Hillsdale Fund, The Lovett 
Foundation, R. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Foundation, 
The Chatlos Foundation, The Dowd Foundation, Jerry R. 
Licari Foundation, MAC AIDS Fund, Community Foundation 
of Gaston County, Walmart Foundation and Broadway Cares/
Equity Fights AIDS, Inc. 

• Please consider a donation to House of Mercy via the 
reply envelope or credit card at www.thehouseofmercy.org  
The Sisters of Mercy provide funds sufficient to cover all our 
administrative expenses so all donations go to direct care for 
our low-income residents living with AIDS.

	Pantry staples
	Canned foods
	Canned fruit cups
	Flushable wipes
	Kleenex
	Hand Sanitizer
	Paper towels

RESIDENCE WISH LISt
These items are needed at House of Mercy and

can be dropped off at 304 McAuley Circle in Belmont on the
Sisters of Mercy campus (or call 704-825-4711).

	Donated meals and drinks: bottled juice, soda,  
  Kool Aid, Crystal Light, tea bags, Gatorade
	XL garbage bags, liquid laundry & dish   
  detergent, Clorox, Lysol, Mr. Clean
	Arsley Grand Cinema movie gift cards 
	Gift cards: WalMart, Cook-Out, Pizza Hut,  
  Golden Corral, Tony’s Ice Cream, KFC, 
  local restaurants
	Individually wrapped snacks             
	Gallon freezer Ziplock bags
	Dove soap: bar or liquid
	Dove body wash, deodorant
	Shampoo, conditioner
	Triple blade razors
	Vaseline, chapstick
	Toilet paper
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