
On Saturday, April 14th 
we invite you to join our 
2018 Walk for AIDS. All 
funds raised will help care 
for persons living with 
AIDS who can no longer 
care for themselves. The 
Sisters of Mercy opened 
House of Mercy in 1991. 
In 2018, we celebrate the 
love and compassionate care 
shared at House of Mercy 
for 27 years.

Funds Raised for our Walk will Provide 
Care for House of Mercy Residents

Will you help us? Invite your friends, 
family and co-workers to support the 
3-mile walk that begins on the Sisters of 
Mercy campus through historic downtown 

Belmont. Raise funds in support of your 
walk. We challenge individuals to raise 
$50 or more towards our $45,000 goal. 

This year you can create a personal-
ized Peer-to-Peer fundraising page to 
make contacting friends and family about 
the walk easy as pie! 
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Step up on April 14
to Fight AIDS!

Coming to our Walk for AIDS?
Email: development@            
thehouseofmercy.org

Info at
www.thehouseofmercy.org
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www.facebook.com/
HouseofMercyNC

House of Mercy is a Ministry of the Sisters of Mercy

Hubert did not reveal much about how he wound up 
living in an abandoned van other than a brief mention of 
his past “when I wasn’t doing right” and falling out with 
his siblings after his parents died. He had been out of 
contact with his family for twenty years.

Hubert shared that he was born and raised in 
Charlotte to hardworking parents. He had memories of 
tending the family’s big garden with his siblings and 
harvesting their fruit trees. As a senior, Hubert said 
to his dad that he was looking forward to a break and 
sleeping in after his graduation from West Charlotte 
High School.

The Monday following Hubert’s graduation, his 
Dad woke him up at 6 a.m. with two lunches in hand. 
Hubert got in his father’s car as directed and was dropped off 
in front of a local business. “Tell them your name, Hubert. They are expecting you,” his 
Dad announced. Hubert laughed as he recalled his dad’s strict work ethic, “We all had to 
work in our family!”

House of Mercy’s Director of Nursing Shirley Stowe first met Hubert 

A Happy Ending

SAVE A TREE!
Receive House of Mercy

Newsletters Online
Send your email address to:

development@ 
thehouseofmercy.org 

Fishing is a favorite pastime at the Catawba River.



Get started at www.thehouseofmercy.org/WalkforAIDS.asp
Walk for AIDS T-shirts will be given to the first 300 walkers 

meeting our $50 challenge! 
A walk flier, donation forms, team captain packet, fundraising 

tips and map can be printed from our website or call us at 704-
825-4711 x3 for information. 

On April 14th, turn in cash and check donations at 9:30 a.m. 
at the stone shelter on Catherine McAuley Way on the Sisters of 
Mercy campus in Belmont, rain or shine. We will have a record 
of all donations made to the Walk online through Peer-to-Peer 
fundraising pages.

House of Mercy President Stan Patterson, Board Chair David 
Guidry and Sister Jill 
Weber will welcome 
walkers at 10 a.m.

After the walk, pick 
up your picnic lunch 
at the House of Mercy 
residence. We’ll 
announce the total 
amount raised and 
prizes will be awarded 
for Top Individual 
Fundraisers and Top 
Team Fundraisers. 

Gaston HIV 
Outreach Program 
will offer free and 

confidential HIV and STD testing and House of Mercy tours will 
be offered during the reception.

If you can’t join us, please send a tax-deductible donation in 
the enclosed envelope or online at www.thehouseofmercy.org. 
House of Mercy thanks you!

Directions: The Walk 
begins at the Stone 
Shelter close to our 
office at 100 Mercy 
Drive, Belmont. From 
Charlotte, take I85 
south to exit 27 and turn 
left at the ramp onto 
Route 273. Turn right 
on Wilkinson and then 
turn left into the Sister 
of Mercy Campus. 
From Gastonia, take 
I85 north to the Route 
7 exit. Turn right onto 
Route 7 and onto 
the Sister of Mercy 
Campus. 
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Thanks to our 2018 Walk for AIDS Sponsors and Friends*

CNA Geraldine White with Sister Jill 
Weber at the 2017 Walk for AIDS.

We appreciate our World AIDS Day / Giving Tuesday Sponsors and Friends

Pick up your picnic lunch after the 

walk. Music will be provided by DJ 

Buddy Love.

                                                             

In Memory of 
Doug Newton

*Sponsors as of 3.11.18. See our website for updates.

In Memory of Michael Duft

St. Gabriel 
Catholic Church 

Toby Outdoor LLC 



He spent much of the first few 
weeks in his room as he was used 
to being alone. Slowly, he started 
venturing out into the residence and 
bonded with Bruce, the other man in 
the house.

One day caregiver Casey Sutton 
offered to drive Hubert to the barber 
school for a haircut and a shave. As 
they rode across the Catawba River, 
Hubert mused, “I never thought 
I’d be crossing back over this river. 
House of Mercy is my new home 
and family now.”He was so happy 

with his haircut and very appreciative for all that staff did for him. 
Hubert was very well mannered and always said “Good morning!” 
to everyone at the dining table.

Hospice collaborated with House of Mercy to provide Hubert 
invaluable help for pain management 
associated with his cancer. One day 
Hubert said to caregiver Geraldine 
White, “I don’t know what’s going on 
with me. I have pain in my side. I’m 

dropping stuff and can’t remember things. This is hard and I need 
your help.” Geraldine responded, 
“We are going to pray.” The care 
and compassion that staff gave 
to Hubert helped him along his 
challenging journey.

Hubert took a turn for the 
worse after 5 weeks at House 
of Mercy and died peacefully 
after Labor Day. Shirley said, 
“He went so fast. It reminded 
us how fragile life can be.” 

The mood was somber 
in the residence the morning 
Hubert passed. Sister Carmelita, our pastoral care minister, 
facilitated an impromptu memorial gathering of staff and residents.  
A local funeral home took care of cremation and an Episcopal 
minister placed his ashes in a favorite place in the mountains. 

“Hubert took everybody's heart.”
Casey Sutton, Certified Nursing Assistant & Med Tech

No one knows how long one has on this earth, but those at 
House of Mercy are grateful that Hubert’s last days were happy 
ones among his new family in his new home.

last summer in a local hospital’s 
Intensive Care Unit. He was in 
an isolation unit pending results 
of testing and Shirley donned the 
required clothing and mask designed 
to prevent spread of infections such 
as TB. Hubert was 58 years old, 
very weak and thin. But his face 
lit up when he saw the House of 
Mercy photo book and learned of the 
opportunity to move there.

Shirley asked Hubert if he was 
interested in moving to House of Mercy. Hubert’s immediate 
response: “Yes! I want to go ahead!”

Hubert had not been receiving Medicaid or Social Security 
benefits so Shirley initiated the application process. It can take 3 to 
4 weeks to obtain an appointment 
with the Social Security office, 
but when the examiner learned 
of Hubert’s critical diagnosis of 
advanced lung and bone cancer as 
well as AIDS, she called Hubert immediately in the hospital for 
permission to proceed with Shirley’s help. Hubert replied, “Yes! 
Shirley is my guardian angel.” Soon, paperwork was completed 
and Hubert was cleared for discharge to House of Mercy. 

Hubert arrived at House of Mercy on August 1 in his hospital 
PJs and slippers with a big bulky dirty wool sweater that he wore 
when taken to the hospital. His teeth were in bad shape and he had 
a scar across his abdomen. Hubert said he previously had surgery, 
“something about my liver…” His hair was matted and our staff 
helped clean him up with soap from head to toe. Hubert sat in the 
warm shower for a long time appreciating an experience that many 
of us take for granted.

At House of Mercy Hubert received new pajamas, a new 
outfit and sandals. Hubert protested, “Oh, I can’t pay for this!” 
Shirley assured Hubert he did not need to pay. All his needs would 
be provided for so he could concentrate on getting well. Hubert 
quickly settled into his new room, propped up his bed and opened 
wide the blinds so he could easily see outside. “I just love my 
view!” he exclaimed. Staff later noticed him outside bending down 
and looking at the flowers. 

Hubert’s doctors felt he needed to gain 40 pounds and have 
improved t-cell counts (a measure of immune response) before he 
could tolerate chemotherapy to treat his cancer. Hubert opted to 
begin aggressive HIV therapy. 

A Happy Ending
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Residents set up a Bingo game with Catholic Heart Work youth.

“I see Hubert as a humble man, always 
grateful and positive.”

Geraldine White, Certified Nursing Assistant & Med Tech

“We rejoice in the continued invitation to
seek justice, to be compassionate and to reflect mercy in the world.”

From the Constitutions of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

Residents prepared to watch the 2017 total eclipse.
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Join House of Mercy’s WALK FOR AIDS

and picnic reception on Saturday, April 14.  Story page 1.

House of Mercy Board of Directors
Maggie Baucom  •  Sharlene Boodram  •  Yates Dunaway IV, Treasurer  •  Rev. Vincent Finnerty, CM  •  David Guidry, Chair

Katie Hayes, Vice Chair  •  Ellen Palmer, Secretary  •  Stan Patterson, President/CEO  •  Sister Jill Katherine Weber

HOUSE OF MERCY NOTES
• MANY THANKS to outgoing 
House of Mercy Board Treasurer 
MIKE GRACE and outgoing Board 
Chair MAGGIE BAUCOM for their 
valued service with House of Mercy! 

• Welcome 
to Sharlene 
Boodram our newest board member! 
Sharlene works as the Manager of 
Marketing Analytics at Atrium Healthcare.

• Welcome to Krystyna 
Sarrazin who recently joined House of Mercy 
as Director of Development. She replaces 
Margie Storch who served from 2003 - 2017 
and returns to full time self-employment in 
graphic design.

• House of Mercy appreciates recent grants: Catholic Human 
Services Foundation, Charles A. Frueauff Foundation, MAC 
AIDS Fund, Merancas Foundation, Inc., Sisters of Mercy of NC 
Foundation and The Westerman Foundation. 

• Please consider a donation to House of Mercy via the 
reply envelope or credit card at www.thehouseofmercy.org  
The Sisters of Mercy provide funds sufficient to cover all our 
administrative expenses so all donations go to direct care for 
our low-income residents living with AIDS.

• Is your will up to date? Make sure your loved ones are cared 
for and consider leaving a legacy through a charitable bequest to 
House of Mercy. See the Give A Gift link on our website.

	Pantry staples
	Canned foods
	Canned fruit cups
	Flushable wipes
	Kleenex
	Hand Sanitizer
	Paper towels

RESIDENCE WISH LIST
These items are needed at House of Mercy and

can be dropped off at 304 McAuley Circle in Belmont on the
Sisters of Mercy campus (or call 704-825-4711).

	Donated meals and drinks: bottled juice, soda,  
  Kool Aid, Crystal Light, tea bags, Gatorade
	XL garbage bags, liquid laundry & dish   
  detergent, Clorox, Lysol, Mr. Clean
	Arsley Grand Cinema movie tickets (Charlotte) 
	Gift cards: WalMart, Cook-Out, Pizza Hut,  
  Golden Corral, Tony’s Ice Cream, KFC, 
  local restaurants
	Individually wrapped snacks             
	Gallon freezer Ziplock bags
	Dove soap: bar or liquid
	Dove body wash, deodorant
	Shampoo, conditioner
	Triple blade razors
	Vaseline, chapstick
	Toilet paper


